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Atholton’s Senior Ministries celebrates the 250" Birthday of the United States of America
with history about the Statue of Liberty ...

The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France to the USA. These are some interesting facts:

The Statue of Liberty is universally recognized as a welcoming beacon for immigrants
arriving in the United States. Sculptor: Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi, Engineer: Gustaff Eiffel,
(he built the famous Eiffel Tower in Paris, France)

The Abolitionist Roots: The idea was sparked by French anti-slavery advocated by Edouard de
Laoulaye. He wanted to celebrate the liberation of enslaved people and the preservation of
American democracy. Note: The Broken Chains: at the statue’s feet - a detail often hidden from
the eye and omitted in historical teaching — she is stepping on broken iron shackles and a chain.
Signifying the end of slavery!

1. Frederic Auguste Bartholdi didn’t invent the design of the Statue of Liberty out of thin
air. Years earlier, he had designed a colossal monument to the Egyptian government for
the newly opened Suez Canal. That proposed statue, meant to be a giant female peasant
holding a torch and acting as a lighthouse, was called Egypt Bringing Light to Asia. Egypt
rejected the project, allowing Bartholdi to re-engineer his concept into a gift to the
United States.

2. The statue was a massive venture between France and the United States

3. Theinternal copper creation withstand the harsh winds of New York Harbor. Bartholdi
enlisted the help of Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel. Eiffel (who later designed the Eiffel Tower)
built the statue’s innovative interior iron framework, allowing the copper skin to shift
and adapt to weather without collapsing.

4. The Emma Lazarus Poem was engraved on a bronze plaque and placed inside the
pedestal. The transformation of a global symbol of refuge and the American Dream for
millions of immigrants arriving through Ellis Island.

Reassembly: Once completed in Paris (1884) the statue was entirely disassembled, packed
into 214 wood crates, and shipped across the Atlantic Ocean on a French Navy ship Isere. It
took four months to reassemble its 350 individual copper pieces onto the completed
pedestal in New York and was formally dedicated on October 28, 1886.



Facts not published: Because of lack of funds, the Base took months to build. The New York
newspaper ran ads for every American to make a donation. The campaign took 5 months; a
a huge success. Over 125,000 people donated, including school children, who gave pennies
to help the project. The newspaper published all the donors’ names.

The Statue used to be brown — the cooper skin is only about two-pennies pressed together.
The iconic sea-green patina occurred naturally over decades as the copper oxidized.

The crown has a hidden symbolism: The seven spikes represent the seven seas and the
seven continents of the world, signifying the universal concepts of liberty and freedom.

What is the actual Statue’s Name: Liberty Enlightening the World

Statue’s Location: Liberty Island in New York Harbor
Dimensions: 151 feet, 1 inch (46.05 m)
Pedestal: 154 feet (46.93 m) Total 305 feet, 1 inch (92,9894 m)

How many steps to the crown? There are 377 steps

What is the Statue Worth today: $17-22 million
Visitors: Statue receives around 3.8 million visitors every year

What is she holding? In right hand a torch topped by a 24k gold leaf-covered flame. In the
left arm, she cradles a tablet reading “July IV, MDCCLXXVI (July 4, 1776)” a reference to the
Declaration of Independence.

Broken shackles and chains lie at her feet, symbolizing the abolition of slavery. Her right
foot is raised to show that we carries the torch forward, representing enlightenment and

freedom. This poem on a plaque: “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free, the wretched refuse of you teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-lost to me, I lift
my lamp beside the golden door!” Emma Lazarus “The New Colossus” November 2, 1883

How to get to the Statue: Ferry from The Battery, NY and Liberty State Park, NJ.
Reservations are limited and are booked through the park’s authorized ferry concessioner:
Statue of Liberty Tickets & Tour Experience — Statue City Cruises
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United States was Established in 1776. The National Anthem was written in Maryland.
The first flag was made by Betsy Ross. Famous Baltimoreans: Babe Ruth, Edgar Allen Poe,
Billie Holliday, Frank Zappa, and Olympic swimmer, Michael Phelps.

In the foyer are limited copies of proper flag displays and meanings of each flag fold.



