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HOW PREPARED ARE YOU?

Recently, catastrophic disasters and storms have hit our area. Which brings the question ...
How Prepared Are You?

Senior Ministries is pointing out some key items you should know and have on hand, or prepare.

Don’t delay, do it today!

The Durable Power of Attorney is void when a person dies. The Personal Representative (PR) -
Executor of Estate is now responsible. Immediate action by PR, attorney, advisors, need to be
taken to obtain State’s Administration Letter to handle the deceased personal affairs. Nothing can
be done on the Estate until you receive official notice to begin Estate process from the State they
reside in. Note: if person dies in another State, you have to abide by that States rules as well; it
may mean, hiring a local attorney to avoid long commutes.

IMPORTANT: The PR should agree to the role, before you place name(s) in the will!

Update your LWT and Trust every 5 years, or when a major event occurs.

FUNERAL HOME provides the Death Certificates. Order more than you think necessary, it is
more economical; they are needed for most everything. Count in spouse, children, siblings, they
need copies. Provide the name of a Funeral Home, phone number and place on Roster.

NOTE: If someone passes out of area or state, contact the Funeral Home listed in roster, it
prevents having to pay two Funeral homes to get Deceased back to the designated area.

PASSPORT/ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER(s) - Do you know your family members
numbers and where the Passports are located? Keep Passports updated, renewal is cheaper!

WILL & TESTAMENT — Who is your Executor / Personal Representative? (Those listed in
the will, should not be. Why? It may be a conflict of interest. Consult your attorney.

BANKS * see POD/TOD - Do you have a co-signer on your bank accounts / safe deposit box?
It allows the second person to pay bills, and avoids costly Probate.

CASH /CREDIT CARDS - do you have 4-6 months of emergency funds in a fire-proof case?
Make front/back copies of all your credit cards and store safely, update as needed.

MEDICAL CARDS - have front/back copies of all for each family member?

PRE-PAID FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS? Have you pre-paid your final arrangements with
a Funeral Home? Cremation is time-sensitive, due to every States Health Laws.



IMMEDIATE STEPS — upon death, do you know what has to be done?

POD* — Do you have a free Payable On Death form at your bank(s)? It assures those listed
have immediate access to funds ? If not, it goes to Probate Court (long, costly process)

TOD* — Do you have a free Trust Payable On Death form? It avoids Probate, access immediate

Social Security freezes deceased recipients joint accounts. Place your social security check(s)
in a separate account to avoid long, costly delays in accessing funds. This has happened to
several church members in the past few years. Date of check/death is a major trigger point.

IMPORTANT PAPERS: Does your family know the location of bank(s) names, life insurance
policies, deeds titles (house/car), marriage license/divorce/ military discharge papers, employers’
names/addresses, pension plans, credit cards, etc.?

CONTACT LIST: Do you have one available to be used in an emergency?

HOME: Do you have the necessary supplies to sustain you/family for 10 or more days?
(NOOAH Radio, flashlights, whistles, batteries, medications, canned food, manual can opener,
bottled water, hygiene items, first aid kit, clothes/blankets, wipes, toilet paper/tissues, portable
commode; infant needs, board games, scissors, pillows, sleeping bags, eating utensils, etc.

EMERGENCY CONTACT: Do they have codes to your garage, key to house, code to alarm
system, roster of monthly bills and how they are paid? IMPORTANT: Always advise contact
when you are on vacation, long weekend trip and advise when you return. If car is at
airport, take photo of parking spot; email to Contact. Be sure to leave a set of car keys, at
home, for retrieval of vehicle and advise location of extra car keys.

PASSWORDS — A roster of them should be available, especially if on-line payments are done

SUBSCRIPTIONS - List of subscriptions? Cut / keep monthly label for quick data

NOTE: Social Security requires a Marriage Certificate be shown to obtain Funeral
Allowance and updated rates to highest earners Social Security check.

If you answered NO, even to one question, please take the time to make a plan, answer the
questions shown. Communicate with your family and your Personal Representative.

To assure everyone has the updated information, be certain to update The Need-To-Know list
when you obtain new credit cards, or medical insurance, or any other vital information.
Communication is vital to all those that will handle a deceased’s affairs.

When tragedy strikes, it is hard to think, having an information roster makes the situation less
stressful for the individual(s) that need to go into immediate action mode.

Don’t Delay ... Do It Today!



