
 
May 5, 2007      
 
Please forward this newsletter and/or print out copies for your local church bulletin board and for distribution. 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR CONSTITUENCY SESSION 
 
     In spite of the competition of the Spring’s first beautiful Sunday, Chesapeake delegates packed the Spencerville church in 
Silver Spring, Md. on April 22, for their Second Quinquennial Session. Conference President, Rob Vandeman, welcomed the 
nearly 500 delegates with this challenge – “We come together today to do serious work. We come in confidence that God is in 
control and that He will see to it that decisions made today will continue to move forward His work in this territory.”  The tone of 
the meeting was set with the singing of the hymn, “Lift Up The Trumpet.”    
 
     The morning devotional was given by Paul Mawela, retired Adventist minister and present director of the Nhlengelo project in 
South Africa.  He spoke about the growth and the impact of the project.  The project now has 41 caregivers working among the 
region’s HIV/AIDS victims and are ministering to over 700 orphaned children.  He thanked the Chesapeake constituents for their 
incredible generosity in giving to overseas missions and reminded the assembly of Paul’s challenge in 2 Thessalonians 3:13 “do 
not grow weary in doing good.”   In his president’s report, Vandeman asked three questions: Where have we been? Where are we 
now? And where are we headed? He shared with the assembly how the Lord has blessed the conference in the last 5 years, 
including the addition of over 1900 new members, the formation of 11 new groups, and a steady tithe increase from just over 11 
million in 2002 to just over 14 million in 2006.  Vandeman also cast some of his vision for the conference for the future.  The 
delegates sent a strong statement of affirmation for conference leadership and for the direction the conference is headed by 
returning all three officers. 
 
     Delegates voted several significant changes to their bylaws, including the following: 

·  The midterm meeting will be replaced by a series of district town hall meetings.  
·  The K-12 Board of Education was brought into the conference bylaws and its own bylaws were rescinded. 
·  Quorum for the session was reduced from 60% to 50% of the regular delegates. 
·  The Conference Executive Committee was enlarged from 19 to 21 members. 

 
     The following two recommendations were also approved for further study with proposals to be brought back to the next 
regular (or Special) constituency meeting: 

1.     To investigate the possible merger of the Conference (the ministry focus) and the Association (the corporation) into one  
        entity. 
2.     To study the possible collaboration between Highland View Academy and Mt. Aetna Elementary School with a view to 
        developing a K-12 program with a boarding component. (Note: the likelihood of this merger is uncertain at this time and  
        will be to an important degree based upon HVA’s ability to maintain or increase its dormitory enrollments). 
 
The Capital Brazilian Temple and Washington-Spencerville Spanish Company were voted into the sisterhood of churches.  

Sheri Tydings, Highland View academy principal, and Andrew Choi, academy treasurer, shared a very encouraging report 
              about the academy’s enrollment and finances.  
 

      The 2007–2012 Conference Executive Committee is as follows:   
Robert Vandeman (Chairman), Charles Griffin (Secretary), Ramon Chow (Treasurer), Rick Remmers (Pastor of Hagerstown 
Church), Jerry Lutz (Pastor of Spencerville Church), Sedley Johnson (Pastor of Aberdeen/Dundalk Church), Steve Jencks (Pastor 
of Atholon Church), Merrill Caviness (Pastor of West Wilmington Church), the future Senior Pastor of the Frederick Church, 
Lowell Litten (ESJA Principal), Linda De Leon (Hagerstown Spanish Company), Walter Alonso (Frederick Church), 
Terry Hess (Martinsburg Church), Darlene Milam (Willow Brook Church), Katia Reinart (Captial Brazilian Temple), Cheryl 
Smith (Brooklyn Church), Ben Lee (Baltimore Korean Church), Tony Williams (Baltimore First Church), Murray Carson 
(Spencerville Church), Gary Crowley(Beacon Of Light Company), Richard Bacon (Dove First Church) 
 
 



     The 2007-2012 Conference Association Board of Trustees is as follows:  
Robert Vandeman (Chairman), Ramon Chow (Vice President and Treasurer), Charles Griffin (Secretary/Manager), Frank Jacobs 
(Williamsport Church), Elmer Hauck (Williamsport Church), Don Russell (Spencerville Church), Judy Brockett (Spencerville 
Church), Tom Oakley (West Wilmington Church). 

 
      A remarkable spirit of unity pervaded the meeting and Vandeman closed the Session thanking the attendees for their 
confidence in conference leadership, soliciting their prayers and pledged to put aside any personal agenda and to pursue the 
Spirit’s agenda in these next five 5 years. 
 
DEPARTMENT AND MINISTRIES NEWS 
 
Adventist Community Services and Disaster  Relief – are pleased to announce the procurement of two new, made to order 
trailers for use in emergency situations.  One of the trailers can be opened up to become a food pantry and is equipped to feed 
hundreds of people.  It contains a stove, and refrigerator.  The other trailer will be used for the storage of disaster relief supplies 
and equipment. Both trailers bear the Adventist Disaster Relief logo and will be a visible witness of our church to the people they 
serve.  Both trailers will be present at Camp Meeting for observation.  Volunteers are being solicited to help staff the trailers 
while they are at Camp Meeting.  If you are interested please contact Evelyn Gates our ACS leader at (410) 995-1910. 
 
Adventist Adult Singles M inistry – May 5, 6:30 p.m. Cinco de Mayo social, at the Chesapeake Conference Snook Chapel.  The 
guest speaker is Osmin Alvardo from the Hyattsville Spanish church.  The festivities will include Haystack potluck, and Spanish 
décor, music and songs.  Mexican dress is suggested.  For more information or to reserve a seat, contact Janet Lane at (301) 325-
3924 or at dwellerinthelane@hotmail.com 
 
Camp Meeting – will be held June 12-16 on the campus of Highland View Academy.  The speakers and schedules will appear in 
the May Issue of the Columbia Union Visitor.  Our Cabin units are all full but there are still dorm rooms, tents, and RV sites 
available.  To request a reservation form, call Evelyn Gates our conference receptionist at (410) 995-1910. 
 
Children’s M inistr ies – Helping hands are needed at Camp Meeting in the children’s divisions.  Teens and Adults are welcome 
to apply.  Paid hourly, and flexible schedule.  Contact staceybondurant@comcast.net or (410) 740-0350 for more information. 
 
Health M inistr ies – invites everyone to the Coronary Health Improvement Project (CHIP) Leadership Training Workshop to be 
held May 16-19, at Columbia Union College.  Join the scores of churches around the NAD using CHIP programs to change lives 
and win friends for the Lord. Trainees will also receive instruction in vegetarian/vegan culinary arts with Barbara Watson-Paille, 
developer of the Stepfast program.  For more information, registration and a free DVD, call toll free 1-866-732-2447, or go to 
www.adventistchip.org. 
 
Maryland Men of Faith – will hold their next meeting for men on Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 p.m. at the Atholton Church.  All men 
who are looking for Christian fellowship and spiritual nurturing are invited. 
 
Mt. Aetna Retreat Center  – will hold a work bee on Sunday May 27 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Lunch will be provided.  There 
will be work for carpenters, handy persons, and anyone willing to weed, rake leaves, split firewood, and move mulch.  There 
might even be some painting and wall papering.  If you have your own tools and gloves, please bring them.  For more 
information, contact Glen Milam at (301) 824-3828. 
 
Youth M inistr ies –   

·  Pathfinder Fair, May 20, New Hope Church 
·  Spanish Youth Congress, May 25-27, Mt. Aetna Retreat Center, featured speaker is Manny Cruz from NAD Youth Dept. 

Contact Carl Rodriguez or Ann Reynolds for information about any of these events at (410) 995-1910 ext.#2336.   
 
Reconnecting M inistr ies – a workshop titled, “The Eight Habits of Highly Effective Re-Connecting Congregations”  taught by 
Paul Richardson, the NAD coordinator for Reconnecting Ministries, will be held at the Spencerville Church on May 19 at 2:30 
p.m..  Discover why people leave the church and learn how our churches can better retain our members and lovingly reconnect 
with those who have already left.  Registration required.  For information or to register, send an email to Darlene Griffin at 
www.grifdarlene@aol.com or call (301) 367-4484. 
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