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WELCOME BACK!  
School begins on Tuesday, August 18.  School hours are listed below. 
 •  8:30-3:30 for grades PK-4 
 •  8:15-3:30 for grades 5-10 
If students arrive before 8:00 am, they must report to the gymnasium 
(first day only) until the morning director dismisses them to their classes.  
On subsequent days, students report to the kitchen annex (classroom 
next to the kitchen) for before school care. 
 
Please note that there will be no registering of ne w or returning stu-
dents on the first day of school.  If you are receiving this message and  
plan to register for this school year, you may do so until Monday, Aug. 
17, or again beginning Wednesday, Aug. 19.  No student will be admitted 
to school that has not fully completed the registration process. 
 
AUGUST STATEMENTS 
Families that registered before August 1 should have received the Au-
gust Tuition Statement.  School fees must be paid before August 18, 
unless you have made prior arrangements with Mrs. Peeke. 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT/ORIENTATION  
Back to School Night will be held Thursday evening, August 20.  All families will have opportunity to visit 
classrooms and meet the teachers.   
 
 �   New Students — New student families meet in the church at 6:00 pm for Orientation 
 �   Returning Students—Returning student families meet in the church at 6:30 pm for opening exercises 
     and Back to School night directions.  
 
PRIVATE MUSIC INSTRUCTION 
During Back to School Night, our private music lesson instructors will be available to discuss music les-
sons being offered during this school year.  If you would like your child to take private music lesson in-
struction on campus, this will be a great time for you to get answers to any questions you may have re-
garding lesson opportunities and fees, etc.  Our instructors this year are Rose Eide-Altman (piano), David 
Eide-Altman (piano), Evonne Baasch (violin), Tim Vandeman (band instruments), and Meredith Herzel 
(voice).  Please note that Carol Gore is no longer associated with the Atholton music program. 
 
YEARBOOKS FOR 2008-2009 
Yearbooks will be available for pick up by returning students at Back to School Night.  New students may 
purchase last year’s book for $25, if they wish to have a copy. 
 
TRAFFIC PATTERN  
Your child’s safety is a major priority for the Atholton staff.  In order to provide the safest environment and 
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TRAFFIC PATTERN Continued 
 
the most efficient movement of traffic on our campus, we ask that all parents adhere to the following traffic 
information.   
 

If you choose to accompany your child into the school building, park in the northeast parking area.  Do not 
park in front of the north entrance beyond the orange cones.  This area is reserved for drop off and pick up 
only.  This parking restriction applies to both before and after school transportation. 
 
If you wish to drop your child off at the north entrance and remain in your car, you may pull into the line of 
cars entering the orange cone area and drop off or pick up in the designated drop off and pick up zone.   
 
If you are walking from the parking area to the north entrance, do not walk through the orange cone area.  
Pedestrian traffic slows down the exit time for cars leaving the drop off/pick up area.  Watch for moving 
cars at all times. 
 
During pick up in the afternoon, do not call or motion for your child to come to your car!!  Every child must 
be dismissed by their teacher or designated staff member and “escorted” to their assigned vehicle.  This is 
for your child’s safety. 
 
Please note that the south entrance by the school office is not to be used for drop off or pick up.  All stu-
dents must enter the north entrance unless parent is going to the office on school business. 
 
Mrs. Peeke is the official traffic cop.  She is also a very strict traffic cop, so please follow traffic directions 
very closely so you don’t get one of her sharp whistles or frowny faces.  If we all work together, traffic flow 
will be safe and efficient. 
 
FIELD TRIP SHIRT 
If you have not purchased your child’s wine-colored field trip shirt, do so immediately.  All students are re-
quired to wear the field trip shirt to chapels on Fridays. 
 
HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 
TaKoma Academy is negotiating with Atholton to offer a hot lunch program 4 days a week for our students 
this year.  The picture to the right shows a 
sample lunch.  Their menus are on a 3-4 week 
cycle and will be published in advance, so you 
can decide which lunches you want to pur-
chase for your child.  Drink will also be pro-
vided with each lunch.  Pizza will still be 
served on Fridays. 
 
The anticipated cost per lunch is $4.75-5.00.  
This price is higher than our previous program 
cost, but the quality of the meal is substantially 
higher as you can see.  If enough parents 
show an interest in this type of lunch, the 
school will purchase a warmer so all food will 
arrive to the classroom hot.  A sample lunch 
will be available for viewing at Back to School 
Night. 
 
BAND STUDENTS 
Students wishing to begin an instrument are encouraged to do so, especially grades 5-6.  Even if your 
child does not take private lessons, they may join the band and learn to play.  Music and Arts offers a very 
good deal to beginning students.  Please see the ad on the following page.  Please see Mrs. Peeke before 
choosing an instrument to play in the band.  Balance is an important part of a good band program.  Also, 
choosing an instrument appropriate to the child is important as well. 



 


